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LETTERS ON MARRIAGE. 
‘ ASCRIBED TO THE 


Reverend JOHN WITHERSPOON, 


Late Prejident of Princeton College. 
( Continued. ) 


HAVE not yet done withthe maxims on 
matrimonial happinefs ; therefore obferve, 

4. That it is not by far of fo much confe- 
quence, what are the talents, temper, turn of 
mind, charaéter, or circumftances of both or 
either of the parties, as that there be a certain 
fuitablenefs or correfpondence of thofe of the 
one to thofe of the other. 

Thole eflay writers, who have taken human 
nature and life as their general fubje@, have 
maay remarks on the cauies of infelicity in the 
marriage union, as wll as many beautiful and 
ftriking pictures of what would be jut, gene- 
rous, prudent, and dutiful condudt, or their con- 
traries, in particular circumftances. Great 
paits alfo have been taken to point out what 
ought to. be the motives of choice to both par- 
ties, if they expect happinefs. Without enter- 
ing into a full detail of what has been faid up- 
on this fubject, I think the two chicf competitors 
for preference, have generally been—good na- 
ture and good fenfe. The advocates for the 
firft, fay, that as the happinefs of married peo- 
ple mutt arife from a continual interchange of 
kind offices, and frqm a number of fmall cir- 
cumftances, that occur every hour, a gentle and 
eafy difpofition—a temper that is happy in itfelf 
—muit be the cauie of happinefs to another.— 
The advocates for good fenfe fay, that the fweet- 
nefs of good nature is only for the honey-moon ; 
that it will either change its nature, and become 
four by long ftanding, or become Wholly infi- 
pid; fo that if it do not generate hatred, it will 
at leaft incur indifference.or contempt ; where- 
as good fenfe is a erling quality, which cannot 
fail to p-dduce and preierve citcem—the true 
foundation of rational love. 


If I may, as I believe mo people do, take ; 
the prevailing featiments within the compals of 


my own reading and converfation, for the ge- 
neral opinion, I think it is in favour of good 
fenfe. And it we mutt determine between thefe 
two, and decide which of them is of the molt 
importance when feparated from the other, I 
have very little to fay again the public judg- 
ment. But in this, 2s in many other cafes, it is 
only imperfect and general, and often, iil un- 
pe Siew and faliely applied. There hardly. 
a more noted faying than that a man of fenfe 
will never ufe.a woman ill, which is true or 
falfe according to the meaning that is put upon 
the phrafe, ajixg a woman il]. It nm be meant, 
that he will not fo probably beai his wife, as a 
fools that he will not fcold or curie her, or 
treat ber with il! manners befurs company, or 





indeed that he will not fo probably keep a con- 
tinual wrangling cither in public or private, J 
admit that istrue. Good ferfe is the bet fe- 
curity againft indecorums of every kind. But 
if it be meant, that a man will not make his 
wife in any cafe truly miferable, I utterly deny 
it. On the contrary, there are many initances 
in which men make ufe cf their fenfe itfelf, their 
judgment, penetration, and knowledge of hu- 
man life, to make their wives more exquifitely 
unhappy. What fhall we fay of thofe, who can 
fting them with reflections fo artfully guarded 
that it is impoffible not to feel them, and yet 
almoft as impofiible with propriety te complain 
of them ? 

I muft alfo obferve, that a high degree of 
delicacy in fentiment, although this is the pre- 
vailing ingredient when men attempt to paint 
refined felicity in the married ftate, is one of the 
moft dangerous qualities that ean be mentioned. 
It is like certain medicines that are powerful in 
their operation, but at the fame time require 
the utmoft caution and prudence, as to the time 
and manner of their being applied. A man or 
woman of extreme delicacy is a delightful com- 
panion for a vifit or aday. But there are ma- 
ny other charatters which I would greatly pre- 
fer in a partner, or a child, or other near rela- 
tion, in whofe permanent happinefs I felt my- 
felf deeply concerned. I hope no body will 
think me fo clownifh as to exclude fentiment 
altogether. I have already declared my opin- 
‘ion upon this. fubje&, and alfo my defire that 
the woman fhould be the more refined of the 
two. But I adhere to it, ehat carrying this 
matter to an extreme is of the moft dangerous 
coniequence. Your high fentimentaliits form 
expeCtations which it is impoflible to gratify.— 


| The gallantry of courtfhip, and the bienfeance 


of general converfation in the /eau monde, feem 
to promife what the downright reality of mat- 
rimony cannot afford. 

| I wall here relate a cafe that fell within my 
own obfervation. A perfon of noble birth had 
been fome years married to a merchant’s daugh- 
ter of immenfe fortune, by which his eftate had 
been faved from ruin. Her education had been 





as good as money canlid make it, from her in- 
i fancy: fo that fhe knew every mode of high 
| life as well ashe, They were upona vilit toa 
family of equal rank, intimately connected with 
the author of this letter. The manner of the 
man was diftinguifhed and exemplary. His 
behaviour to his lady was with the moit pesfe& 
elicacy. He {poke to her as .often as to any 
: and treated her net only with the fame 
placency, but with the fame decency and 
referve, that he did the other ladies." To this 
he added the moft tender folicitude about her 
not taking cold, about her place inthe cham- 





ber, and her covering when going abread, Ke. 
&c. After their departure, the whole fF 








=. 


they had left, excepting one, were two or three 
days expatiating on the beauty of his behavior. 
One lady in particular faid at lak, < Oh! how 
happy a marri¢d woman have I feen.’? The 
fingle diffenter, who was an elderly lady, then 
faid, ‘ Well you may be right; bet I am of a 
different opinion. .{ do not like fo perfect and 
finifhed a ceremonial between perfons who have 
been married five or fix veats at leat. Iob- 
ferved that he did every thing that he onghr to 
have done, and*likewife that the received his 
civilittes with much dignity and good sranners, 
but with great pravity. I would father have 
feen him lefs pun@ual and her niore cheerful. 
if therefore, that lady is as happy in ber heart 
as you fuppefe, | am mifiaken; that is all. But 
if l were to take a bet upon it, I would bet as 
much on the tradeimen and his wife, according 
to the common defcription, walking to church, 
the one three or four yards before the other, 
and never look:ng back.’ What did-time dif- 
cover ? That nobleman and his lady parted 
within two years, and never re-united. 

Let me now eftablithh my mazim, that it is 
not the fine qualities of both or either party that 
will infure happinefs, but that the one be fuita- 
bie to the other. By their being fuitable, is not 
to be underftoed their being both of the fame 
turn ; but that the defects of the one be fupplied 
or fubmitted to by fome correfpondent quality 
of the other. I think I have feen many infian- 
ces, in which gravity, feverity, and even mo- 
rofenefs in a hufbavd, where there has been, vir- 
tue at bottom, has been fo temperered with 
mecknefs, getleneis, and compliance in the wife, 
as has produced real and lafting comfort to 
both. I have alfo feen fome inflances, in which 
fournefs, and want of female foftnefs in a we- 
man, has been fo happily compenfated by eafi- 
nefs and good humor in a hufband, that no ap- 
pearance of rankling hatre was to be feen ina 
whole life. I have feen mu ititudes of inftances, 
in which vulgarity, and even iiliberal freedom, 
not far from brutality, in a hufband, has been 
borne with perfeé paticnce and ferenity by a 
wife, who, by long cuftom, had become, as it 
were, infenfible of the impropriety, and yet ne- 
ver inattentive to her own behaviour. ; 

As a farther illuftratien, I will relate two Gr 
three caies from real life, which have appeared 
to me the moft fingular in my experience. TI 
{pent iome time, many years ago, in the neigh- 
bourhood of, and frequent intercourfe with, a 
hufband and his wife in the feilowing ftate.— 
She was not handfome, and at the fame time 
was valetudinary, fretful and peevifh—conflant- 
ly talking of her ailments, ditiatisfied with every 
thing about her, and, what appeared moft fure 
prizing fhe vented thefe complaints meft when 
her hufband was prefent. He, on the other 
hand, was moft affectioante and fympathizirg, 


conftantly upon the watch for any thing that 
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- this was known, a knight’s lady in the neigh- 


ov fear, that nice readers will be offended, 
c 


could gratify her defires, or alleviate her dif- | 


treties. ‘The appearance for a while furprized 
me, and I thought he led the life of a flave. But 
at lait I difeovered that there are two ways of, 
complaining, not fuddenly diitinguifhable to 
common obfervers: the ene is an expreflion of 
confidence, and the other of difeontent. When 
a womax opens all her complaints to her huf- 
band, in full confidence that he will fympathife 
with her, and fecking the relief which fuch fym- 
pathy affords, taking care to keep to the pro- 
partion which experience hath taught her, will 
not be difagreeable to him, it fogety en- 
creaies inhead of extinguifhing affection. 

Take another cafe as follows: Syrifca was a 
young woman the reverfe of abeauty. She got 
her living in a trading’city, by keeping a fall 
thop, not of the milli kind, which is nearly 
allied to and high life, but of commen 
grocery goods, fo that the poor were her chief 
cuftomers. 

By the death of a brother in the Eaft-Indies, 
fhe came fuddenly and unexpeétedly to a for- 
tune of many thoufand pounds. The moment 


berhood deftined Synica as a prize for Hora- 
tio, her own brother, of the military profeffion, 
en half pay, and rather paft the middle of life. 
For this purpofe fhe made her a vilit, carried 
her to her houfe, affifted, no doubt, in bringing 
home and properly fecaring her fortune; and 
in as fhort a time as could well be expected, 
completed her purpofe. They lived together 
on an eftate in the ccuntry, often vifited by the 
great relations of the hufband. Syriica was 
natured and talkative, and therefore often 
yed the meanneis of her birth and educa- 
tion, but was not fenfible of it. Good will fup- 
plied the place of good breeding with her, and 
fhe did not know the difference. Horatio had 
generofity and good fenfe, treated her with the 
and having a great fund of ; 
cetioufnels and humor, acquired a hap- 
Py talent of giving a lively or fprightly turn to 
every thing i by his wife, or diverting the at- 
tention of the company to another fubject. The 
reader will probablyifay, he took the way that | 
was pointed out by reafon, and was moft con- 
dacive to his own comfort. I fay fo too; but 
at the fame time affirm, that there are multi- 
tndes who could not, or would not, have follow- 
ed his example. 
I giye one piece of hiftory more, but with 


all ita caricature. However, let it go. 
Agreftis was a gentleman of an ancient family, 
but the eftate was almof ; little more of 
it remained but what he ed himfelf, and 
indeed his habitatioa didnot differ from that of 
a farmer, but by having an old tower and bat- 
tlements. He had either received no education, 


or had been incapable of profiting by it, for he; gant 


was the “noft illiterate perfon I ever knew, who 
kept any company. His converfation did not 
rife even io politics, for he found fuch infupera- 
ble difficulty in pronouncing the names of ge- 
nerals, admirals, countries, and cities, conftant- 
ly occurring in the newipapers, that he was 
obliged to give them up altogether. Of ploughs, 
wa cows, and horfes, he knew as io as 
moit men: what related to thefe, with the 
prices of grain, and the aews of births and mar- 
tiages in the parifh and neighborhood, complet- 
ed the circle of his converfation. 

Abeut the age of forty he married Lenia, a 





little more of the train of fathianable converfa- 
tion, and not @ whit more of any thing elfe.— 
She was a flattern in her perfon, and of confe- 
quence there was neither cleanlinefs nor order 
in the family. ‘I, cy had many children ; fhe 
bore him twins twice, a circumitance of which 
he was very proud, and frequently boalted of it 
in a manner not over delicate tothofe who had 
not been fo fortuuate im that particular. The 
were poth natured and hofpitable; if a 
ftranger came he was made heartily welcome, 
though fometimes a little incommoded by an 
uproar among the children and the dogs, when 
ftriving about the fire in a cold ; the noife 
was, however, little lefs diffonant the cla- 
mours of Agreftis himfelf, when rebuking the 
one, or chaftifing the other, out of pacers, Saw 
tohis guefts. ‘The couple lived many years in 
the mot perfeci amity by their being perfectly 
fuitable the one to the other, and I am confident 
not a woman envied the wife nor 2 man the huf- 
band, while the union lafted. 

It is very eafy to fee from thefe examples, the 
vaft importance of the temper and manner of 
the one, being truly fuitable to thofe of the o- 
ther. If I had not given hiftories enough al- 
ready, I could mention fome in which eack par- 
ty I think could have made fome other man or 
woman perfectly happy, and yet they never 
could arrive at happinefs, or indeed be at peace 
with one another. Certainly, therefore, this 
fhould be an objeé particularly attended to in 
courtthips, or while marriage is on the apis, as’ 
politicians fay. 

If I look out for a wife, I ought to confider, 
not whether a lady has fine qualities for which 
fhe ought to be efteemed or admired, but wheth- 
er the bas fuch a deportment as I will take con- 
tinual delight in, and fuch a tafte as gives rea- 
fon to think the will take delight in me; I may 





| courtfhip, ate every now and then taking thin 
i Dedbste, ad fometimes very rite fo 
j 







in 
are necefflary to make up the breaches ? 
——- Marry, and do sit agree, fhall 
we pity ? Uthink nor. After the mof fe. 
rene courtfhip, there eet be a rough 
paflage through life ; but after a courthhip of 
itorms, to expect a marriage of calm weather, 


Y | is certainly more than common prefumption ; 


therefore they to take the confequences. 
On the whole,’ think that the calamities of 
the married fate are generally to be impnted to 
the perions themfelves in the following propor- 
tion :—Three fourths to the man for want of 
care or judgment in the choice, and one-fourth 
to the woman on the fame fcore. Suppofe 2 
man had bought a farm, and, after a year or 
two, fhould, in converfation with his neighbor, 
make heavy complaints how much he had been’ 
difappointed, I imagine his friend might fay to. 
him, did not you fee this land before you 
bought it? O yes, I faw it often. Do you not 
underftand foils ? I think I do tolerably. Did 
you not examise it with care? Not fo much as 
I fhould have done: ftanding at a certain place 
it looked admirably well; the fences too were 
new, and looked exceeding neat; che honfe had’ 
been juft painted a ftone color, with panneling ; 
the windows were large and elegant ; but I 
negleéted entirely to examine the fofficiency of 
the materials, or the difpofition of the apart- 


beautiful fprings, but fince I have lived here 
they have been dry every year before the middle 
of June. Did you not enquire of thofe who had 
lived on the place of the permanency of the 


the full meafure you were promiied? Yes, 
ty acre. Was the right complete and valid ?” 
Yes, yes, perfectly good; no man in America 
can take it from me. Were you obliged to take 





pitch too high, as well as too low, and the iflue 
may be equally unfortunate. Perhaps I fhall | 
be told there lies the great difficulty: how fhall | 
we make this difcovery ? In time of youth and 
court{hip, there is fo much ftudied attention to 
leafe, from interefted views, and fo much re- 
raint from fafhion and the obiervation of o- 
thers, that it is hard to judge how they will turn 
out afterwards. 
This I confcfs to be a confiderable difficulty, 
and at the fame time greateft upon the man’s 
fide. The man being generally the eldeft, his 
chara@ter, temper, and habits may be more Cer- 
tainly known. Whereas there are fometimes 
on difappointments on the other fide, and 
t happily both ways. I am able jult now 
to recollect one or two inftances of giddy and 
foolith, nay of idle, lazy, drowfy girls, who, af- 
ter iage, felt themfelves interefted, and be- 
came as fpirited and active heads of families, as 
any whatever, and alfo fome of the moft ele- 
and exemplary, who, after marriage, fell 
into a languid ftupidity, and contracted habits 
of the moit odious and difguitful kind. ‘Thefe 
inftances, however, are rare, and thofe who will 
take the pains to examine, may in general ob- 
tain fatistaction. It is alfo r to obferve, 
that if a man finds it difficult to judge of the 
temper and character of a woman, 
t advantage on his fide, that the right of fe- 
e@tion belongs tohim. He may afk any 
man he pleates, after the moft mature delibera- 
tion, and need afk no other; whereas a woman 
muft make the beft choice the can, of thofe only 
who do or probably will afk her. But with thefe 


- has a] proc 


it up in part ofa bad debt? No, nothing like it, 
I took fuch a fancy for it all at once, that I 
peftered the man from week to week to let me 
have it. Why really then, fays his friend, I 
think you had better keep your complaints to 
yourfelf. Curfing and fretfulnefs will never 
turn fiones into earth, or fand into loam; but 
I can affure you, that frugality, induftry, and 
good culture, will make a 
rable, and an indifferent onc truly good. 
Lam, &e. 





THE WIDOW. 


A FRAGMENT. 
“YES, (faid the difconfolate Eliza, as fhe 
paid her ufual vifit, zccompanied by her 
ittle fon, to the tomb of her hufband)— 
Yes, thee is fomething in virtuous grief, which 
is very different from wretchednefs. The love 
of my youth,—the joy of my heart—my com- 
fort, my all,—is gone ; but the memory of 
our felicity,—the confcioufnefs of fincerity and 
fidelity--remain. His child,—his darling boy, 
—the image of his perfon and his heart—is my 
companion. He refiects the imageof his father,’ 
and replaces him in my heart. Mifery can 
from vice alone. The difpenfations 
ef providence may infli@ apparent evils, even 
on the good and virtuous, but when the won- 
derful ways of heaven fhall be explained ca 
mortals, they will, no doubt, be found to be 
myfterious bleffings. To the will of heaven I 
yield, in confidence of its juftice—in humble hope 
of its benificence. I feel in my heart that v 





reflections in our view, what fhall we fay of the 





young woman of a family equal to him in rank, 
ut fomewhat fuperior in wealth. She knew a 


inconceivable folly of thofe, who, in time of 


differgat is the melagcholy and misfori2zne of 
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ments. There were in the monthof April two . 


go No, indeed; I omitted it. Had 
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farm very tole- 
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|. untainte 
virtues his father had matured by manly reafon, 


ith the of felfith & the wicked. ‘To my child,in 
whom is reftored to me the image of his father, 
and the pics of his father ; who, from the 

purity of early youth, exhibits the 


wili I dedicate my attention. I will train him 
to jufice,—to benevolence. I will exhort him 
to expand his mind by ufeful knowlede ; to be- 
eome like his father. He fhall avoid the fel- 
fith ; he fhall be the friend of his fellow crea- 
tures,——the friend of the ufeful,—the friend of 
the poor. To relieve the oppreffed fhall be his 
highef pleafure, as it was his father’s. Never 
fhall he infult the low; never fhall he flatter 


E the proud. He fhall love his country as his 


country ought to be loved ; he fhall promote the 
happinefs of the laborious poor ; he fhall def- 
pite the arrogance of pampered ftatefmen. No 
fophiftic arguments relative to the interefts of 
fociety, and focial inftitutions, fhall miflead 
bim : he fhall be true to the interefts of humble 
virtue. He fhall—aias! how much I promife! 
how little may it be in my power to perform !-— 
Yet, in refolutions like thefe, to have refolved 
is merit; by refolving I wifh—lI with my dar- 
ling fon may prove like his father.” 

e fat down on the tomb of her hufband; 
fhe embraced her boy, the fhed delicious tears, 
the tears of virtue. Even her forrow far tran- 
feended in enjoyment all the mean delight re- 
fulting from the gain of the {elfifh, or the often- 
tation of the proud. 
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NARRATIVE. 


iable Sarah—and the pailion was returned 
her part with ardor. He rclinquifhed all 
his former plans, and preferring home, with con- 
tent and his Sarah, to opulence gained by diftant 
voyages, he purchafed a little fkiff, and intend- 
ed procuring a decent fupport by following the 
occupation of a fifherman. Every pleafant 
morning he failed from a little place called 
Chebacceo, in the county of Effex. One night 
he returned not at his ufual time—a tempeft 
on !—Need I attempt a defcription of Sa- 
rah’s fituation during that diftrefling interval 
between fun-down and the next morn of fatal 
certainty ? They had been married but three 
weeks. As foon as light beamed upon the 
world (the ftorm had fubfided) the fought with 
anxious fiep the fea fhore—a wave bore the 
dead body of her Henry to the cliff where fhe 
food. She fainted—fell into the water by his 
fide, and expired ! The melancholy fate of thi 
affeftionate pair is well known to the inhabi- 
tants in the vicinity of the place where the awful 
cata e happened. The following lines 
were occationed by this melancholy event. 


WHEN o’er Ocean’s rocky bound: 


fpr was a young feaman—he loved the 


B Howls the Demon of the ftorm, 


Gath’ring horrors clufter round, 
Obedient to the found, 
And flothe with tenfold gloom his grifly form! 


Now from the frowning Eaft in pomp fublime, 
Pregnant with tempeits, roll the faithful clouds- 
The thivering feaman feels the rapa. wave 
Increafe its rage and wrench his creaking bark, 
While the wiads fhrilly whifile thro’ the ! 
Loud thunders crafh !—With intermitting light 
et terrific thro’ the thades of night— 
is cold and hopelefs—drear and dark—- 


No vYoice to foothe—no arm to fave— 












the benevolent, from the difappomtment and an- ‘ 


Dom Sots he finks, ftruggling a while with 
death ; 
His “ Sarah” trembles in his lateft breath ! 

* > a 7 am 
Ye gales fubfide ! 
Storms ceafe to beilew ! Ocean, hufh thy tide! 
All potent SOL now pours a ray divine, 
The welkin blufhes and the waters fhine ; 
Earth’s dewy robe affumes a livelier . 
And morning leads the hours with tmiles ferene 


Ah! widow’d mourner, all thefe charms are 
vain— 
Oh! hold thy fteps, nor feek yon faithlefs main, 
Left fome rude billow fudden to your fight 
Reftore your lifelefs love—your foul’s delght— 
Your hufband—all you value, all you prize ! 
Bat —— fees—the fhrieks—the faints—and 
con I 





NEGROES. 
A Diarocue. 
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NEWARK, JANUARY 26. 


—MARRIACTIO— 
Os the 17th inft. at Pequanack, by John Sal- 


ter, Efg. Mr. Sitas Cook, to Mifs Exiza- 
Bets Sarrer, daughter of John Salter, Efq. 











i. Fins MORALIST—— 

#® peace derived from reli difplays its 
value in thofe moments chicth® when we moft 
require fupport and confolation, in affli@ion, 
and at death. “To the upright there arifetht 
light and darknefs.” “ Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the fhadow of death, yet~ 
will 1 fear no #); for thou art with me—thy 
rod, and thy ftaff, they somfort me.” But the 
guilt of the finner feems to lie in wait for him 





WHEN Tom, an’ pleafe your honor, got to 
the fhop, there was nobody init but a poor 
negro girl, with a bunch of white feathers 
flightly tied to the end of a long:cane flapping 
away flies, net killing them—"I'is a pretty pic- 
ture | faid my uncle Toby—fhe had fuffered 
perfecution, Trim, and had learnt mercy—the 
was good, an’ pleafe your honor, from nature as 
well as from hardfhips; and there are circum- 
ftarces in the ftory of that poor friendleis flut 
that would melt a heart of ftone, faid Trim ; 
and forne difmal winter’s evening, when your 
honor isin the humour, they fhall be told you 
with the reft of Tom’s ftory, for it makes a 
part of it— 

Then do not forget, Trim, faid my uncle 
Toby. 

A negro has a foul, an’ pleafe your honor 
faid the Corporal, (doubting. )—I am not much 
verfed, Corporal, quoth my uncle Toby, in 
things of that kind ; but I fuppofe, God would 
not leave him without one, any more than Thee 
or Me.—It would be putting one fadly over 
the head of another, quoth the Corporal.—It 
would fo, faid my uncle Toby.—Why then an’ 
pleafe your honor, is a black Wench to be ufed 
worfe than 2 white one? I can give no reafon, 
faid my uncle Toby—Only, cried the Corporal, 
fhaking his heact, becaufe fhe has no one to ftand 
up for her—’Tis that very thing, Trim, quoth 
my uncle Toby, which recommends her to pro- 
teétion, and her brethren with her ;—’tis the 
fortune of war which has put the whip into our 
hands, now— Where it may be hereafter, Hea- 
ven knows !—But, be it where it will, the brave, 
Trim, will not ufe it unkindly.—God forbid, 
faid the .—Amen, refponded my 
uncle Toby, laying his hand upon his heart.— 
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AFFABILITY. 

IN order to render ourfelves amiable in {o- 
ciety, we fhould correct every appearance of 
in our behaviour. ‘That courtefy 
thould diftinguith our demeanor, which fprings 
not fo much from fiudied politenefs, as from 
a mild and gentle heart. We fhould follow 
the cuftoms of the world in matters indifferent ; 
but flop when they become finful.—Our man- 
ners.ought to be fimple and natural, and of 
courfe they will be engaging. Affectation is 
certain deformity—By forming -themfelves on 
fantaltic models and vying with on a in 

every reigning folly, the youn in with bein 
sidlaaloes and sad bbcode : 





and end in being vicious, and immor- 


| at thefe diftrefling feafons. It feizes upon him 
; with redoubled fury when he is already trem> 
| bling before the ding of terrors ¢ aad, when he is 
' leaft - to — it, torments him with the 
greateft cruelty. Guilt fpreads a and 
troubled cloud over the mind that asical with 
a difmal fhade, and the fpettres of fear and ter- 
ror ftalk through the gloom, and affright the 
departing fpirit. Oh! the unfpeakable impor- 
tance of a confcience at peace with itflf and 
with God in the interefting article of dying? 
What would not the perifhing finner give to ob- 
tain it? For what would the triumphant be- 
liever be willing to exchange it? All the plea~ 
fures of vice, were they at the command of the 
| one, or of the other, would. be counted as 
nothing ia the icale. DR. SMITH. 











, AGenxtLEMas on his travels, called his fervant 


_to the fide of the poft chaife. Tom, fays he,” 


| here is a guinea which is too light, and I can 
| get no body to take it: do you fee and 
| with it fome how or other on the road. Yes, 
, fir, fays the footman, I will endeavour. “When 
they came to their inn at night, the gentleman 
called to his fervant to had paffed of 
the guinea ? Yes, fir, fays the man, I did flily. 
Aye, Tom, fays the mafter, I fancy thou art a 
fly fort of fellow; but tell me how ? Why, fir, 
fays the footman, the people refufed it at break- 
nar end So Oem Oa. vibets. your benees. taed s 
t as a to at bang 
whined hatte botoce: te Velleobie and 
max put it ip his pocket and .everfawit. - 
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Died, Ar Philadelphia on Therfday laf, 
Henay Tazsewett, Ef. lateSenator from Vir- 
ginia. His funeral was attended on Friday, by 
both houfes of Congrefs. 

At Maryland on Thurfday the 17th inft. 
the honourable Wiritam Peary, Efy. late 
Prefident of the fenate of that ftate; his remains 
were interred on Saturday, attended by the 
fevera] departments and officers of government, 
and a number of refpeétable citizens. 

At Saybrook, Mrs. Frances Muarpocx, 
widow of the late John Murdock Efq. in the 


illneis, which fhe endwred with utmoilt pa- 


tience. She has been the mother of 17Children- 
58 grand children—4® great grand children, 





a 


88th year ofher age, after a long and tedious. 
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POETRY. ; 

iio + 

Tas pleafng att of ptteyidefign’d 

To raife the t. bt, and moralize the mind ; 

The chafte delights of virtue to infpirc, 

And warm the Bofom with feraphic fire ; 

Sublime the paffionus, lend devotion wings, 

Aad celebrate the First Great CAvse of things. 
——— 


“THE OLD MAN’s FAREWELL. 


EMOTE from cities, ina flow’ry vale 
R Of {weet contentment, have I fpent my 
hie; ..? 


Free from the noifome air which kings inhale, 
Ain happy ftranger to the ftatefman’s ftrife. 
There, blefs’d with competence, (I with’d no 

My ‘days and nights ferenely paft away; 
Alittle flock fed near my hamble door, 
« And thruthes warbied sey 5 ‘diftant fpray. 
But time no more fuch happy days thall fend— 
Youth on Acasro’s cheek. no more. fhall 
bloom; 
At fetting fan fhall all my forrows end, 
And I, forgotien, flamber im the tomb. 
lence was young; then with the cheerful lark 
I rofe, each pleating labour to begin ; 
But {pring has left me, and the vital {park 
Of life’s dim taper fcarcely glows within. 
Farewell ye rural fcenes, whofe lofs I moun— 
Ye fweet retreats of mnocence fincere— 
Where {miling fpring proclaim’d its firft return, 
And blooming fummer parted with a tear. 
Oft have I kifs’d thy gentle-fpreading green, 
And d ‘rofes from thy Pow’ 1 mead 
Where bleating flocks and lowing herds convene, 
‘ And on the fweeteft buds of nature feed. 
But, peaceful fhades, I leave you all behind ; 
_ Ye ftreams go murmyr to another’s woes ; 
No more on your {weet banks, at.eve reclin’d, 
» Shall your foft tilings lull me to repofe. 
in youth I wander’d like the happy bird, 
Whereve> roving fancy bade me fly; 
Bat youthful blits, alas ! tco Jong deter’d— 
‘A wretched ftranger J unpitied die! 
No‘partner tiow to cheer my lonely way 
Through the laft* windings of this world of 


‘aes 
No lifping child ‘have I to wifh my ftay, 
Nor one kind friend to drop a parting tear. - 
Then youth take warningyand in feafon pay 
The tribute due to Hymen’s fhrine of bliis ; 
Sele& a partner for life’s rugged way, 
Nor truft your pleafures to a ftdlen kifs. 


Farewell my gen’rous dog, my only friend, 
Companion of my joys and cares adien; 

Down the fteep precipice of death I bend— 
My days are paft—my miuutes are but few. 

Come, faithful Tray, reccive my laft embrace ; 
And when I dumber in the filent grave, 

In mem’ty of thy mafter guard the piace ; 
*Tis all, poor dog, my dying wifhes crave. 

Thus {poke the fage, while Fate awhile delay’d, 
To let Acasto make his laf reque* : 

From his dimi fight the well-known objects fade, 
And life’s pale flame foriook his troubled 
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MY NATIVE HOME, 


From Robinfows Pupil of Nature, 


O’ER breezy hilt or woodland glade, 
At morning's dawn or clofing day, 
In fummer’s ing pomp array’d, 
Or penfive moon-light’s filver prey, 
The wretch in fadnefs ftill fhall roam, 
‘Who wanders from his native home. 


While, at the foot of fome old tree, 
As meditation foothes his mi 
Lull’d by the hum of wand’ring bee, 
Ortippling ftream, or whifp’ring wind 
His Vagrant faney ftill hall roam, 
And lead him to his #atitie home. 


Tho’ love a fragrant couch might weave, 
And fortune heap the feftive board, 
Still memory oft would turn to grieve, 
And reafon {corn the fplendid hoard, 
While he beneath the proudeft dome, 
Would languith for his native home. 


To him the rufhy roof is dear, 
And fweetly calm the darke@ glen ; 
While pomp, and pride, and pow’r appear 
At beft the glitt’ring plaguesofmen; 
Unfought by shoe that never roam, 
Forgetful of their native heme. 


Let me to fummer fhades retire, 

With meditation and the mufe ! 
Or round the focial Winter fire, 

The glow of temper’d mirth diffufe ; 
Tho’ winds may howl and waters foam, 
{ ftill thall blefs my native home. 
Andoh ! when youth’s extatic hour, 

And paffion’s glowing noon are paft, 
Should age behold the tempeit low’r 

And forrow blow its keeneft blaft, 
My thade, no longer doom’d to roam, 
Shall find the grave a peaceful home. 


ait 


THE HANDLE. 





|} SOME bucks in London on a certain time, 


Withing to have a little merriment, 
With one juft landed from Columbia’s clime, 
One evening to a tavern with him went. 


And there moft famptuoufly they did re 
agrees mouths; and much they did de- 


y 
| Of beef, breadymutton, cyder, wine and ale; 


For manfully they did themfelves employ. 
And all attentive to the franger gueft, 

Oft did they fill his glafs, and oft his plate; 

While witlefs he, with pride and joy elate, 


Thought never man fuch courteous friends 


poffekt. 


At length, the feat of eating ended, 


One of the company aroie, 

And pray’d the reft his abfence to excufe, 

** Mine uncle dear (quoth he) is very ill, 

a anew this night, though fore againft my 
wil, 

“+ By me intreats to be attended.” 

Al for his quick depart gave full confent, » 

He made a civil bow, and off he weut. 


Immediatcly, two gentles more : j 
Remembered they fome bufinels had to do, 
But kindly begged the American not to go 





breait. A 


‘Tillthey return’d—which would be in an hour $d 


| 


: 


| ‘Two more the Waiter eall’d away; 


So in the fupper room did flay 
Of Britons only one ; 
And wile the Yankee lack’d about, 
He \ikewife unperceiv’d flipt out, 
And left the wight alone. 


Then he did fee upon the fill 
The grinning Landlord, with his yard long Ei, 
Who very civilly demanded pay. 
« Oh, fir, (the gentle youth furpriz’d did fay) 
«s Where are the other guetts :” 
« They (quoth the Landlord fniggering) all 


are gone, 
“ And fince you chofe to ftay behind alone, 
** You pay for all the rei. 


“ Ha! Ha! I fee you dont know Lunnun yet, 


“ Yes, yes, that fellow’s fkull muft be well made, 
«« Who would in wit out do a Britifh blade.” 


Vext to the heart, the flranger mus’d awhile, 
Then tarning round moft iweetly he did fmile, 
And fay: 

“ Well Landlord, fince this plaguy trick is fo, 

“ I think to fmooth my temper ere I go, 
“« That you and I will take a glals together, 
“ For la! I value not my ca/> a feather, 
“* So bring a bottle of your beft I pray.” 
Out whitk’d the Landlord in a trice, 
To fetch his old Champazien fu foft and nite, 
But when he with the bottle iz did walk, 
With fad furprize he ftarted, 
A moft rueful exclamation made ; 
For Jo! the young American had departed! 
And nought had left to pay for the good 
wine, 
Save this fhort line, 
Wrote on the table with a piece of chalk ; 
“ A Yankee Handiz for a Britifh Blade! ! 





A,SEA SIDE SONNET. 
ON the brink of the beach, as I filently roam’d, 
My {forrows I mark’d on the wave-loften’d 
fand 


lows foam’d, 
And threw the {alt fleeces of furf on the rand 


Faft flow'd in the tide; yet regardlefs I ftood, 
And felt the white billows advance to my 


fect, 
The land marks of forrow were loft in the flood, 
And the {pray of the ftorm on my bare bo- 
for beat. 


Th the ftory of woe not a thonght could I trace, 

Not the wreck of a word, and. I faid to the fea, 

“¢ Ah, if thus you the ftpry of woe can efface 

“ Your bounty might fure be extended to me’ 

“¢ If e’er I remain on thy billew beat fhore,: 

“ No friend near at hand, in falfe pity to fa 

“ My woes, like their flory, would quickly be 
o’er; 

“ And both owe «o thee, foaming Ocean, a 
grave.” 

The billows roll’d 08; when fomething within, 

More ftrong than the ocean thus feem’d to 
reply, 

“ Manno murder fhall do ; e’en in forrow “iis 

fin ”? 
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or tus PROPRIETORS. 


“ Our Britifh blades are monftrous fond of wit, ’ 


fines 
enen 
in th 
it is 
mies 
and 
mag 
i 
the « 
thy 

thy | 
healt 
glad 
perfi 


Loud blew the wild winds, and the white bie fl 


‘I felt the command, and obeyed with a figh: 
















